
We sure had fun participating in the Hula at the Chula for the 87th Wisconsin Association of 

Fairs Annual Convention at the Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells.  I want to thank our re-

tiring Board of Directors, Bill Marohl, out going President, Vernon County Fair District 3,and 

Harry Nienaber past President, Central Wisconsin State Fair District 1.  These two men put in 

many hours and dedication to our Board over the past 6 years. Harry you will be missed, and 

Bill I am sure I will be calling on you in the upcoming months.  Thank you again.  I would like to 

welcome our new Directors onto the Board.  Mary Maas, Monroe County Fair District 3 and 

Dale Christiansen, Lincoln County Fair District 1. I would like to congratulate this yearõs 2010 

Fairest of Fairs, Natalie Salkowski and am sure I will be seeing this young lady at many of the 

Fairs this coming year. (By the way we are not related, names are similar.)  A special thank you 

to last yearõs Fairest Melissa Ploeckelman, for a job well done. 

 

This years convention along with past conventions was a huge success!  We had more attendees 

and more booths in the Trade Show then before.  In our wrap up session with the Resort Staff 

and Management, they were very pleased with our group.  We already have some good ideas 

for next yearõs convention. 

 

Special Events coming up in 2010 are: 

Our Zone 4 Spring Conference is at Grand Forks, North Dakota March 22-24, 2010. 

Hope to see you at our District Meeting in April:  District 1 in Central Wisconsin,   

 District 2 in Barron,  District 3 in Green and District 4 in Racine. 

Our Fall District meetings are:  District 1 in Oneida, District 2 in Menominee, District 3 in 

Crawford, District 4 in Manitowoc. 

 

I hope many of you will have a chance to go to the Zone 4 meeting in Grand Forks, North Da-

kota.  Jayme is coordinating a bus.  Jayme did a wonderful job organizing the trip 5 years ago, 

and is now planning Grand Forks, North Dakota.   It is sure to be a great time!  When the Zone 

4 meeting was in Minot N.D. about 5 years ago, my wife and I went and really enjoyed it.  We  

all had a chance to visit, play cards, and just kick back with our fair friends. The Zone 4 Meetings 

will benefit everyone.  They will give us a wealth of information that can be used at our fairs. A 

time to meet new fair friends.  

 

Donõt forget the District meeting in April.  Itõs a great opportunity to get ones new ideas for the 

upcoming fair season and visit with fair friends.  Yes, our fair season is almost here.  Iõm sure all 

of you are busy getting ready.  I wish all of you the best of luck this year with your Fairs! 

 

Have a great Summer!! 

 

Ed Sokolowski 

President 

Presidentõs Message 
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2010 Fairest of the Fairs Selected 
Natalie Salkowski from Ozaukee County Fair was selected as the 44th Annual Wisconsin 

Fairest of the Fairs at the Wisconsin Association of Fairs annual convention.  She was 

selected from 39 young women currently representing their counties as Fairest.  Natalie 

will represent the 76 Wisconsin county, district, and state fairs in 2010.  Her responsibili-

ties include traveling to the county, district and state fairs throughout the state as the 

spokesperson for the Wisconsin Association of Fairs, and she will as serve as the official 

hostess of the 2010 Wisconsin State Fair, presented by U.S. Cellular, August 5 through 

August 15.  Throughout her term, the Fairest of the Fairs will promote educational, agri-

cultural, social, cultural and commercial opportunities offered at Wisconsinõs county, dis-

trict and state fairs. 

 

Here are a few comments from Natalieé. 

  

Hello, my name is Natalie Salkowski and I am so excited to be the 2010 Wisconsin Fair-

est of the Fairs! This past year I served as Fairest of the Fair for the 150th Ozaukee 

County Fair. I am 20 years old and the daughter of Dave and Nancy Salkowski. My broth-

ers are David, age 21, and Alex, age 17. My entire family has been active in the Town and 

Country 4-H club ever since we were small. Being a first generation family in the club, we 

learned a lot of things very quickly. I have enjoyed many projects through the years; with 

my favorite projects being cake decorating, pygmy goats, leather craft, and knitting. 

Through my years in 4-H I have also been an active member of the State 4-H Drama 

Company from 2005-2008. With this group I have performed at the State 4-H Youth 

Conference as well as at the Wisconsin State Fair.  

  

I am currently a sophomore at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. I am majoring in 

Biology and minoring in Secondary Education with an emphasis in Broad-Field Science as 

well as pursuing a licensure in Coaching. I hope to become a high school science 

teacher and coach high school football. On the UW-GB campus I am a member of the 

Alcohol Task Force, Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society, and the Community Apartment Board. 

Along with all of these organizations I also work as a Resident Assistant in the upper-

classmen apartments and teach kickboxing and weightlifting classes at the gym on campus. 

  

I cannot wait to represent the Wisconsin Association of Fairs throughout the state this 

summer. Also, donõt forget to come visit the 2010 Wisconsin State fair August 5th 

through the 15th. You donõt want to miss it! 

 

The top ten contestants were:  1st runner up was Teyanna Marx, Sauk County Fair; 2nd 

runner up: Rachel Hardenkopf, Waukesha County Fair; 3rd runner up: Katie Wirkus, WI 

Valley Fair; and 4th runner up: Alesha Kuster, Grant County Fair.  Remaining top 10 in-

cluded: Amanda Tolzman, Oconto County Fair; Janelle Dahlka, Northern WI State Fair; 

Jenna McGlin, Calumet County Fair; Amanda Haase, Polk County Fair; and Whitney Bar-

nes, Manitowoc County Fair. 

 

Bree Ceranske, from Waupaca County received the Congeniality award.  Whitney Barnes 

from Manitowoc County received the 1st place scrapbook and Ashley Zulka from Fond du 

Lac County received 2nd place. Congratulations to all for your outstanding accomplish-

ments! 

W I S C O N S I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F A I R S  
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Wisconsin Association of Fairs officer elections for 2010 

were the first official act of the Board of Directors. The 

Board elected Ed Sokolowski, Walworth County as Presi-

dent and Dale Wood of Polk County Fair was elected Vice 

President.  Other directors on the Board include the fol-

lowing as shown in the picture: Front Row: Mary Maas, 

Dist. 3, Monroe County; Kathy Granger, Dist. 3, Elroy Fair; 

Jayme Buttke, Exec. Sec./Treas.; Jessica Klumpp, Dist. 1, 

Florence County; Ella Marie Hills, Dist. 2 Washburn 

County;  Back row: Bob Williams, LTE Fairs Coordinator; 

Dale Wood, VP, Dist. 2 Polk County; Bill Marohl, Past 

Pres., Dist. 3 Vernon County; Jimmy Jay, Jayson Promo-

tions, Associate Director; Dale Christensen, Dist. 1, Lin-

coln County; Ed Sokolowski, Pres., District 4 Walworth 

County; Gail Zastrow, District 4 Jefferson County. 

 
Thank you to our fair family for contacting your state legislators.  February 4, 2010 the 

Governor signed the Fair Coordinatorõs Position bill AB418.  Many, many thanks to Rep-

resentatives Vruwink and Gunderson for their help with this bill.  Iõd also like to thank 

the following individuals for coming to the bill signing: Jessica Klumpp, Florence County 

Fair; Gail Zastrow and Paul Hovitzke, Jefferson County Fair; Mark Clarke, Dane County 

Fair; Ed and Judy Sokolowski, Walworth County Fair; Harry and Mary Nienaber, Central 

WI State Fair; Jayme Buttke, WI Association of Fairs. 

Be sure to invite your legislators to your fair this summer and continue to show them 

just how important Wisconsin fairs are.   

Legislative Update 

Courtesy Passes 
The Wisconsin Association of Fairs, in conjunction with county 

and district fairs, make it possible to enter another fair at no 

cost with the annual courtesy pass to fair directors.     

Each member fair receives passes, only  when their 2010 dues 

are paid and 2010 current director list with complete informa-

tion is in at the Wisconsin Association of Fairs office. These will 

be issued at spring district meetings if items are complete.  Af-

ter that time, they will be mailed to your fair secretary. 
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WI Fair Members  

Show They Can òHula at the Chulaó 
More than 1,200 delegates representing more than 65 county, district and state fairs and associ-

ated businesses celebrated the New Year by attending the 87th annual Wisconsin Association of 

Fairs annual convention in Wisconsin Dells. The theme of this yearõs convention was òHula at the 

Chulaó. 

 

Our event kicked off at the Chula Vista Resort on Sunday with a òCarnival Nightó sponsored by 

our carnival industry.  More than 500 people attended this new event.  Our carnival partners 

served fair food, gave our carnival prizes and mingled with our fair attendees.  Special thanks to 

the following for sponsoring the event: A & P Enterprise Shows, A. & C. Wenzel Amazements, Aõs 

Mini Donuts & Concessions, Badger Popcorn & Concessions Supply, Inc., Big H Amusements, Inc., 

Calkins Midways, Inc., Chippewa Valley Rides LLC, Christman Amusements, Earl's Rides Inc., Fun 

Food Factories, Indianhead Amusements, Mark Lake Enterprises, Mr. Ed's Magical Midways LLC, 

North American Midway Entertainment, Rainbow Valley Amusements, Inc., 

Spectrum Entertainment, Tip Top Rides & Attractions LLC, and Valley Pop-

corn Company, Inc. 

 

Special thanks to Chuck and Lynn Waterman from Calkinõs Midways for coor-

dinating the event. 

 

Sunday also provided an opportunity for fairs to participate in the Consumer 

Protection Workshop.  Weõd like to thank Marla Calico and Dr. Stephen 

Neel making the presentation. Marla also provided two other workshops at 

the convention; one on sponsorship and another on technology.  Thank you 

to both of you for sharing your knowledge with our attendees. 

 

Monday morning the convention continued with activities provided by the 

Special Projects Committee.  Games revolved around the tropical theme and 

our attendees competed in best dressed competitions.  Our attendees sur-

prise us each year with their creative dress.   

 

Representatives could attend a variety of high-impact workshops including keynote speaker, Jane 

Herlong, former Miss America, presented òCommon Sense Principles for Everyday Life.ó  Jane 

grabbed the attention of our attendees from the beginning of her presentation and kept them 

entertained for the duration.  Wisconsin was very fortunate to have a presenter of Janeõs talent 

address our group. 

 

Other workshops included Going Green, Economic Impact of a County Fair, Technology 101, and 

much more.  Our trade show had 70 booths with a variety of options for our fairs.  Monday and 

Tuesday evening provided a showcase of entertainment. 

 

The convention culminated with the crowning of the 2010 Wisconsin Fairest of the Fairs,  

Natalie Salkowski of the Ozaukee County Fair at the Wednesday evening awards banquet.  She 

will spend the next year serving as the ambassador for Wisconsinõs 76 county, district and state 

fairs and the official hostess for the 2010 Wisconsin State Fair, August 5-15.  While serving as 

Wisconsinõs Fairest of the Fairs, Natalie will make appearances, conduct promotions, work with 

media and travel to fairs to promote the educational, social and economical importance of Wis-

consinõs Fair Industry.   

 

W I S C O N S I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F A I R S  
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2010 Convention Sponsors 
Letõs give a great big thank you to all of our convention spon-

sors.  You really help make our event the success that it is.  

Thank You! 

 

3B Concessions ð Convention Sponsor 

A & C Wenzel Amazements ð Carnival Night 

A & P Enterprise Shows ð Convention & Carnival Night 

Aõs Mini Donuts & Concessions ð Carnival Night 

Action Auto Promotions ð Convention sponsor 

Andes Candies ð Fairest sponsor 

Ann Taylor ð Fairest sponsor 

Aurora Health Care ð Fairest sponsor 

Badger Popcorn & Concessions Supply ð Carnival Night 

Big H Amusements, Inc. ð Carnival Night 

Bohmõs Family Entertainment ð Convention sponsor 

Calkins Midways ð Convention and Carnival Night sponsor 

Cedar Crest ð hospitality room and Fairest  

Charles OõBrien, STAATS  ð Fairest sponsor 

Charlieõs Food Concessions ð Convention Sponsor 

Chippewa Valley Rides ð Carnival Night 

Christman Amusements ð Convention & Carnival Night sponsor  

Chula Vista Resort ð Convention sponsor 

Columbia County Fair ð Hospitality room sponsor  

Con Agra ð hospitality room  

Country Fresh Meats ð Fairest sponsor 

Co-Vantage ð Fairest sponsor 

Daniels, Carl & Shirley ð Fairest sponsor 

Dvorak, Tonya & Dean ð Fairest sponsor 

Earlõs Rides ð Convention & Carnival Night sponsor 

Fair Publishing House ð Fairest contestant sashes 

First Place Trophy & Engraving ð Fairest  

Franke, Joel ð Fairest sponsor 

Fun Food Factories ð Carnival Night  

G. & G. Concessions ð Convention Sponsor 

G.L. Berg Entertainment ð Convention sponsor 

Gallagher Tent & Awning ð Convention sponsor 

Genex Cooperative ð Fairest sponsor 

Grant County Fair ð Hospitality room sponsor  

Heffernan, Tim ð Fairest sponsor 

Indianhead Amusements ð Carnival Night 

Jayson Promotions Inc. ð Fairest sponsor 

K & K Insurance ð Convention sponsor 

Kallies, Helen ð Fairest sponsor 

M & I Bank of Shawano ð Fairest sponsor 

Marohl, Bill & Sandy ð Fairest sponsor 

Marquette County Fair ð Hospitality room sponsor 

MillerCoors ð Convention Sponsor 

Mr. Edõs Magical Midways LLC ð Convention & Carnival Night 

Sponsor 

Newberg, Dan & Nancy ð Fairest sponsor 

Nienaber, Harry ð Convention sponsor 

North American Midway Entertainment ð Convention & Car-

nival Night sponsor 

Outdoor Movie Mania ð Convention Sponsor 

Organic Valley ð Fairest sponsor 

Pepsi Cola ð Convention Soda Sponsor 

PFI Fashions ð Fairest sponsor 

Pietz, Jerome & Donna ð Fairest sponsor 

Rainbow Valley Rides Inc. ð Fairest & Carnival Night 

Regalia Mfg. County ð Award rosettes & Fairest Sashes 

Saputo Cheese ð Cheese Reception 

Sokolowski, Ed & Judy ð Fairest sponsor 

Spectrum Entertainment ð Carnival Night  

Spielbauer Fireworks County ð Convention sponsor 

Sprecher ð hospitality room  

Springside Cheese ð Cheese reception sponsor 

Sun Drop of Shawano ð Convention & Fairest sponsor 

Tip Top Rides & Attractions ð Convention & Carnival 

Trempealeau ð Hospitality room sponsor  

Valley Popcorn & Concessions Supply ð Carnival Night  

Variety Attractions ð Convention sponsor 

Walworth County Fair ð Hospitality room sponsor 

Waupaca County Fair ð Hospitality room sponsor 

Westby Cooperative ð Fairest  & Convention sponsor 

WCCU ð Fairest  

Williams, Bob ð Fairest sponsor  

Wisconsin Association of Fairs ð Fairest sponsor 

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Assn. ð Cheese Party sponsor 

Wisconsin Pork Producers ð Fairest sponsor 

Wisconsin State Fair ð Fairest sponsor 

Wisconsin Towns Assn. ð Fairest sponsor 

Wolfe, Tom & Kristin ð Fairest sponsor 

Wood, Dale & Chris ð Convention sponsor 

Zastrow, Gail ð Fairest sponsor 

 

 

Special Thanks to our sponsors who have contributed 

in òGrand Championó Style: 

 

Calkins Midways  

G.L. Berg Entertainment  

Jayson Promotions  

MillerCoors  

North American Midway  

Entertainment  

Variety Attractions  

Wisconsin Cheese Makers  

Association  

 

W I S C O N S I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F A I R S  
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Award Winners 
The Wisconsin Association of Fairs announced statewide award winners at their annual con-

vention January 13 in Wisconsin Dells, Wis.  These recipients of the V.I.P. Award, Outstanding 

Fair Person Award and Hall of Fame Award were recognized for their outstanding commit-

ment to Wisconsin Fairs and contributions made to each of their county and district fairs. 

 

The V.I.P. Award is presented to a non-fair board member or non-committee member with no 

specific length of service.  This yearõs winners include:  Ardyce Eisentraut, Waupaca County 

Fair; Don Elfstrom, Polk County Fair; Dolores Schwantes, Grant County Fair; and Gail Zas-

trow, Jefferson County Fair. 

 

The Outstanding Fair Person Award is awarded to a fair board or county fair committee mem-

ber active 12 years or less.  Recipients include:  Bill Jones, Wisconsin Valley Fair; Greg 

McCurdy, Polk County Fair; Mike Bradley, Elroy Fair; and Rebecca Merwin, Walworth County 

Fair. 

 

Fair board or county fair committee members active more than 12 years are eligible for the 

Hall of Fame Award.  This yearõs winners include: Jerome Pietz, Wisconsin Valley Fair; 

Robert Housel, Washburn County Fair; Jessica Bashirian, Elroy Fair; and Gary Vond-

rachek, Manitowoc County Fair. 

 

In addition, Associate members, or those businesses and individuals that support and 

contribute to Wisconsinõs Fair Industry were recognized for their commitment and 

dedication.  Winners of the Associate Member Hall of Fame Award include:  Quality 

Concessions, Kiel; Sticha Brothers Sound and Lighting, Madison and The Juggler in the 

Yellow Shoes, Menasha. 

 

Tim Heffernan and Terry Schmaling, long-time supports of the Wisconsin Association 

of Fairs were honored with the Friend of the Fair award.  Terry and Tim have both served on 

their local fair board and as the Zone 4 Director.  Their involvement in the auction at the an-

nual convention has been a key component to the auctionõs success. 

W I S C O N S I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F A I R S  

IAFE Awards 
 

The IAFE (International Association of Fairs and Expositions) will be accepting nominations for 

the Hall of Fame Nominations until August 16, 2010.  For those that are not familiar with the 

award, it is presented at the annual convention in Las Vegas to an individual who has served as a 

manager or CEO of an IAFE member fair during his/her working career.  For more details or for 

an application, visit www.fairsandexpos.com. 

 

The Haas and Wilkerson Insurance Heritage Award Contest applications are due August 31, 

2010.  This is award is given to volunteers going above and beyond the call of duty at their fair. 

Applicants must have at least ten years of fair management experience, receive less than $2,500 

remuneration annually over expenses and is a member of a fair that is an IAFE fair member.  Wis-

consin is proud to have several recipients of this award, with our most recent recipient, Joel 

Franke. Joel received this award at the 2009 IAFE Annual Convention.  Congratulations Joel!  For 

more details, visit www.fairsandexpos.com. 

http://www.fairsandexpos.com
http://www.fairsandexpos.com
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The Wisconsin Association of Fairs 

quilt which was coordinated by our 

past president, Sandy Lang, is once 

again available for display at your fair. It 

is absolutely beautiful and we hope you 

take the opportunity to have it dis-

played at your fair, dairy breakfast, or 

other events.  The cost to rent the 

quilt is $25 and the cost of shipping the 

quilt to the next event.  The quilt 

should be displayed in an area where 

people can see it, but not touch it.  

The quilt does come with the stand 

that it was hung on at the convention.  

Quilt reservation forms will be avail-

able at district meetings or by contact-

ing Jayme at 608-274-6228 or wi-

fairs@sbcglobal.net. 

WI Fairs Quilt Nomination Forms Available 
Itõs time to choose whom your fair will nominate for 2010 awards.  These recog-

nitions are aimed at those special volunteers and board members that have ògone 

above and beyond the call of dutyó.   

The forms will be emailed to every fair this spring and available on the website, 

www.wifairs.com.  Completed nominations are due October 1  to the Wiscon-

sin Association of Fairs office since we have so many fairs that end on Labor Day.   

 

Remember the three categories are: V.I.P. for non-fair board members; Out-

standing Fair Person  with 12 years of less on your fair board; and Hall of 

Fame  with more than 12 years on your fair board.  The winners will not be an-

nounced at the Fall district meetings but the person submitting the application 

will be sent a letter notifying them of the winners.  The winners will then be an-

nounced at the Award Banquet on Wednesday night of convention in front of 

their peers. 

 The 2010 annual fair date list is available via hard copy or on the website at 

www.wifairs.com.  In it you can find fair dates and locations, contact person 

information AND on the inside is a list of all our current Associate Members 

with the services they offer and how to contact them.   

Itõs a year-round resource to keep in your files.  Quantities will be available at all 

the spring district meetings. If youõd like copies of the brochure, please contact 

our office at wifairs@sbcglobal.com or call 608-274-628. 

Fair Dates List 

2011 Convention Hotel Reservations 
Mark your calendar for January 9-12, 2011 to attend the Wisconsin Association of Fairs annual convention.   

 

Hotel reservations will be run the same as last year with the Associates having an earlier reservation time so we can fit as many 

of them on Associate Rows in the condos on the 2nd and 3rd floors.  Associates may begin contacting the Chula Vista Resort on 

April 15.  Fairs may begin making their reservations beginning May 11.   

 

When you make your reservation you will be asked if you represent a Fair or are an Associate Member.  Please provide the 

name of your fair. You can make reservations by phone or e-mail. However, if you are part of a group or making reservations for 

a group, we would prefer that you not call to make the reservations, but e-mail Robin the group information.  You can make 

reservations by e-mailing Robin Dunham at robind@chulavistaresort.com or call 1-866-382-4852.   

 

Each fair secretary will be mailed a form with more details on making reservations.  Standard rooms are available in the condo 

area as well as the North and South Towers.  If you have difficulty walking, or prefer to be closer to the convention activities, we 

recommend you choose a standard room in the North or South Tower.  If you have suggestions on ways to improve the con-

vention, please contact us at 608-274-6228 or wifairs@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:wifairs@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wifairs@sbcglobal.net
http://www.wifairs.com
http://www.wifairs.com
mailto:wifairs@sbcglobal.com
mailto:robind@chulavistaresort.com
mailto:wifairs@sbcglobal.net
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Photo & Media 2010 Contest Winners 

Announced at the Awards Banquet were 16 category winners ð six in photos and ten in media.  

The winners were selected by Peopleõs Choice balloting. 

Congratulations to each of the winners of a $25 cash award.  

 

The winners in photos were:  

Animals ð Columbia County Fair; Evening ð Washington County Fair; Kids ð Lodi Ag Fair; Land-

scaping ð Ozaukee County Fair; People ð Ozaukee County Fair; and Special Events ð Lincoln 

County Fair. 

 

Winners in media entries were: Small/Medium Fairs: Brochure ð Waushara County Fair;  

Poster ð Crawford County Fair; Ad ð Jackson County Fair; Scrapbook ð Florence County Fair; 

and Promotional ðJackson County Fair. 

 

Large Fairs:  Brochure ð Walworth County Fair; Poster ð Jefferson County Fair; Ad ð Winne-

bago County Fair; Scrapbook ð Walworth County Fair; and Promotional ðOzaukee County 

Fair. 

 

Best Fair Booth winners sponsored by Calkins Midways were 


